o Lyrie Art




(LT
M

2

THE ACADEMY'S PURPOSE
AND VISION

The aim of the Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas is to train talented
young people, destined to serve the Opera as performers.

Their comprehensive preparation will allow them to stand out and
gain a prominent position on the international scene.

There is no institution in Greece offering a complete education and
training in the skills required to compose and present an Opera.

Therefore, there is a need to set up a university-level Academy,
specialised in opera, where all the skills related to the art of opera
will be taught: Opera, Melodrama (Master Classes), Corepetition
(performance tutors), Opera Conducting, Opera Direction,
Scenography/Costume Design, Dramaturgy, Composition,
Libretto, Musical.

The ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’ will seek to cooperate
with Academies abroad, as well as with eminent Greek and foreign
artists, who will teach at the Academy.

This is an innovative project, as it will be the first school
(not only in Greece, but in Europe as well) exclusively
dedicated to the art of opera, offering university-level studies.

Therefore, it is expected that, in addition to Greek artists,

the Academy will also attract a considerable number of students
from other countries in Europe and beyond. In this way, it will be
a centre of Knowledge and Cultural Experiences, since it will be
attended by students from countries where opera was born,

as well as from countries where it became known much later.

In such a setting, opera can be the common language
of all Europeans.

The translation, typesetting and printing of this brochure are courtesy of EuroGreek Translations Limited.

Academy logo designed by: Giannis Psychopedis

ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS

+ Curriculum enrichment
- Attraction of internationally renowned teachers
+ Finding talent

(events in schools, etc.)
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Education institutions in the
country (Higher Education

Institutions - HIEs)
HEI Graduates: J
« Master of Arts

+ Specialised Seminars

+ Career Advice through cooperation with
world-class institutions

Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas

+ Professional development of graduates
+ Student exchange
+ Distance education

« Co-productions with other academies, etc.
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Education institutions and
operas abroad

New talent feed
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THE RESIDENCE OF
MARIA CALLAS

It is estimated that the building had been constructed around 1925
by architect Kostas Kitsikis, and it is an example of Jugendstil.

This residence has been characterised as a historical preservable
monument by Decision of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism
YP.PO.T./DILAP/G/1182/2471, for the reason, among others,

that Maria Callas once lived there (Official Government Gazette
440/B/6/6/1989). Besides, it was characterised as preservable

by Decision of the Ministry of Environment, Land Planning and
Public Works 11674/411/3.2.1987 (Official Government Gazette D,
No. 160/27.2.1987).

Outside, the facades are well-designed, in line with the building’s
overall mindful construction, thus adding considerable value and
character to the building.

Inside, one can admire the typical architectural elements of the
time, i.e. early twentieth century, including the central staircase
with its elegant railings, exterior wooden doors, ceilings, etc.,
all of which are in a relatively good condition.

3" FLOOR - ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CIVIL
NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION

The Civil Non-Profit ‘Association for the Creation of a New Building The BoD of the ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’ consists of
for the Greek National Opera and the Academy of Lyric Art Maria the following members:

Callas’ (recognised by the Ministry of Culture - Official Government

Gazette 1059/2002) was founded in 2000, upon the initiative of Chairwoman:  Vaso Papantoniou

the distinguished Opera Artist Mrs Vaso Papantoniou, with the
participation of 30 partners, who have a significance presence in the Vice-Chairman: = Myron Michailidis
world of arts and science and are its founding members. General Secretary:  Vasilis Vasilikos
The Association’s purpose was to construct the new building for the

Greek National Opera and the ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’. Members: Irini Vasilopoulou

?
T H E ACA D E M Y S V I S I O N I S TO B E We submitted our proposal to the Stavros Niarchos Foundation. Panagiotis Giatagantzidis
A C E N T R E O F K N OW L E D G E A N D Our vision regarding the Greek National Opera was fulfilled, which Loukas Karytinos

is now housed at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Centre.

C U LT U RA L E X P E R | E N C ES However, our vision regarding the founding and housing of the Giannis Psychopeds

Academy was not fulfilled.

To achieve its vision, the association has been renamed ‘Academy Notable artists and personalities from relevant fields have
\ - " - . T~ of Lyric Art Maria Callas’. The beautiful neoclassical building of embraced and adopted the association’s vision and participate
- ‘\\\ - £ y - = 61 Patission Street, where Maria Callas used to live, has been in its management, or are willing to contribute to its
. \ . : ) ™ . . i ' g - 2 conceded to Academy, so that it is based there. educational mission.
._ o gl '
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An iconic figure, who left her mark on Opera. The ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’ will offer studies at Master

of Arts level in subjects related to all opera professions (music, Acad f Lyric Art
She redefined this Art form, which consists of Melody and Drama, ) perap ( cacemy of Zync Ar

direction, scenography, costume design, etc.). The duration of the Maria Callas
making it again what it was originally meant to be, through her grapny. 9 )

. . . s studies will be 2 years and the duration of the seminars will be 1year.
unique performances, with respect to musicality and sensitivity.

The Academy is divided into Faculties, Departments and Sectors,

It is a duty, as well as an honour, for us to succeed in creating

a higher education institution for the Art that she loved and served,
in the house where she lived as an adolescent and started singing
lessons with the prominent Elvira de Hidalgo.

Maria Callas is a timeless artist, and her spirit still resides there.

Vasso Papantoniou
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as shown in the relevant chart:

Faculty of Music

Department of
Phonetics

Department of
Music Ensemble
Conducting

Department of
Musical Composition

Faculty of Theatrical Arts

Department of

Department of Sy

Direction Costume Design

Division of
Scenography

Division of Costume
Design/Make-up
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COMPANY EVENTS

Greeting card by
Mrs Papantoniou to the

Members, Christmas 2010.

Concert co-organised
with the Cathedral School
of New York
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GALA CONCERT
‘IN THE CONSTELLATION OF MARIA CALLAS’ H

25 September 2007

A Concert, a Vision, under the conduction of Teodor Currentzis,
with the MusicAeterna Orchestra, performing in Greece for the
first time, and soloists Vesselina Kasarova and Simone Kermes at
the Odeon of Herodes Atticus.

Then, a Gala was held at the Hotel Grande Bretagne, attended by
notable personalities from Greece and abroad.
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GALA UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE HELLENIC-FRENCH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

2 December 2012

Piano Recital with Tzenia Manousaki, followed by a dinner reception
attended by guests from Greece and abroad, in the Grand Ballroom
of the Hotel Grande Bretagne.

It is noted that the event was organised in order to fulfil the
Association's second purpose, i.e. the founding of the ‘Academy of
Lyric Art Maria Callas’.

VOLUME OF THE MINUTES il
OF THE SYMPOSIUM il

‘IN THE VORTEX OF ART.
OPERA: TRENDS AND REVERSALS'

In 2010, the Association organised

a two-day Symposium, entitled

‘In the Vortex of Art. Opera: Trends
and Reversals’ in the Auditorium

of the Acropolis Museum.

This trilingual volume (French, Italian,
i; Greek) includes the proposals,

~ - opinions and views expressed by the
most prominent Greek and foreign

personalities from the world of art -

George Banu, Vasily Barkhatov, Rene
de Ceccatty, Petrika lonesco, Yannis Kokkos, Jean Louis Martinoty,
Alessio Vlad, Alberto Zedda, Nikias Lountzis, Myron Michailidis,
Vasilis Papavasiliou and Vaso Papantoniou - during the two-day
Symposium held in the Auditorium of the

New Acropolis Museum, on 17-18 May 20710.

This book presents crucial concerns and issues and is intended to be
the first guide of the future Opera Academy.
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COMPANY EVENTS

OPERA GALA for the ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’

Co-organised by the Greek National Opera, a concert dedicated
to the Opera, a brilliant example of this art form, took place on
21 September 2014, at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus.

Artistic Director: Myron Michailidis

Orchestra Conductor: Loukas Karytinos

Participants: Nicola Ulivieri, Dimitra Theodosiou, Elena Xanthoudaki,
Andres Veramenti, Fiorenza Cedolins and Aris Argyris in arias from
works of V. A. Mozart, V. Bellini, Ch. Gounod, G. Puccini, G. Bizet,

G. Verdi, G. Rossini, R. Leonacavallo, J. Stauss, Fr. Cilea.

This is the first event organised by the Academy of Lyric Art

Maria Callas to honour the important artist for her contribution to
the Opera, as well as to mark the founding of the Academy that will
be housed in the building located at 61 Patission Street, where
Maria Callas lived as an adolescent. The Academy will be attended
by talented young people destined to serve the Opera.

The Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas will become a landmark
as regards this Art, both in Greece and abroad.

ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS

SIGNAL... A CULTURAL LIGHTHOUSE AT FLISVOS
Music - Art - Poetry & Speech

The 15-day Festival was organised

at the historic building of FLISVOS at
Paleo Faliro (1-15 March 2015); a series
of events took place during which
the National Theatre of Greece,

£vas papos the Greek National Opera and the

TMofitiopov

e T Third Programme participated.

Regarding film directors, special tributes
o were paid to Nikos Koundouros, at the
Michael Cacoyannis Foundation, Periklis
Hoursoglou and Takis Papagiannidis.

Then, special tributes were paid to the Opera (with four
distinguished soloists in arias and adaptations from much-loved
operas) and to the record label ‘Mikri Arktos’. Moreover, the book
‘The Temptation of Nostalgia’ by Titos Patrikios was presented

for the first time, with a piano accompaniment by Dora Bakopoulou.
A special tribute was also paid to Kostis Bastias, founder of the
Greek National Opera.

The Festival closed with the Children's Festival: children from
schools and conservatories played their favourite compositions

on the piano, famous actors read excerpts from the biographies of
great classical music composers and, finally, prizes were awarded
to the best three essays written on Maria Callas by children.

SONG RECITAL
for the ‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’

Soloist:
Myrto Papathanasiou, soprano
Christos Papageorgiou, Piano

Co-organised by the Greek National
Opera, the second event for the
‘Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas’ took
place on 30 September 2016, at the
OLYMPIA Theatre (Artistic Director:
Myron Michailidis), to honour the great
artist for her contribution to the Opera,
as well as to the efforts to launch the Academy.
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ﬂ“ CURRENT SITUATION

The Association has entered into a Long-Term Lease Agreement
with the Unified Social Security Institution (EFKA), according to
which the building, where Maria Callas used to live, located at 61

CONTRIBUTION (”

Anyone who would like to contribute to the work of the Association
can make a deposit to the bank account held at ALPHA BANK, with
the following details:

Patission Street, is conceded to the Academy for 30 years, while the
Association has undertaken the obligation to restore it and make

IBAN: GR 42 0140 1030 1030 0232 0004 792
BIC: CRBAGRAAXXX

the necessary modifications, within 3 years, so that the Academy
may start its operation.

The total cost is expected to range between

2,800,000 and 3,200,000 euros. Beneficiary:

Based on the preliminary architectural study drawn by A. N. ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS

Tombazis & Associates Architects, the Association is starting the
necessary works to restore the building and make the changes

needed, so that it becomes suitable to house the Academy. Moreover, anyone interested in becoming a Subscriber may contact

The main architectural study started in October 2018 by a team the Association’s office:

of architects, with the aim to complete it by the end of January 2019.
I " I P e HEIRTeI 54 Alkyonis Street, Paleo Faliro 175 62, Greece

Tel: +30 210 3634868 - Fax: +30 210 3620844
Email: newopera@otenet.gr

Website: www.orama-opera.gr

18 | ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS ACADEMY OF LYRIC ART MARIA CALLAS | 19




(c) 2018 Academy of Lyric Art Maria Callas

www.mariacallasacademy.com



